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BOLD, SPIRIT-FILLED 
WITNESS

Acts 4:1-14 (ESV)

3 MINUTES OF SILENCE

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers 
of the people and elders, 9 if we are being examined today 
concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means 
this man has been healed, 10 let it be known to all of you and to all 
the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this 
man is standing before you well. 11 This Jesus is the stone that was 
rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 
12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 
perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were 
astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus.

For further reading: Acts 4:1-14
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Post Pentecost Day, thousands of souls welcomed the word and were 
baptised; there was a wonderous spread of the gospel message, yet 
it was not without opposition. The apostles were interrupted in their 
preaching by the sudden, dramatic appearance of hostile officials (Acts 
4:1). The priests, the captain of the temple guard and Sadducees, greatly 
disturbed, had seized Peter and John and dumped them in jail (Acts 4:2).

Just as the officials’ prejudiced hostility and death-dealing threats are 
dealt against the apostles, Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, arises in 
boldness and addresses the leaders with a miraculous level of skill and 
intelligence. How could it have been that unschooled, ordinary “laymen” 
were able to pull off such a stunt? They had lacked the recognised 
credentials of a professional teacher of the law! Peter’s Spirit-filled 
speech and Spirit-endowed courage brought forth the whole truth of the 
gospel, leaving his enemies amazed and dumbfounded.

Despite the interruption from human beings trying to thwart the advance 
of God’s saving word, Luke (the author of Acts) does not allow us to, 
for one moment, think that they have succeeded. Notice his emphasis 
in verse 4, “But many of those who heard the word believed, and the 
number of the men came to about five thousand.” In fact, the opposite 
happened: The gospel advanced further, and the Church grew even more!

Such a declaration of loyalty to God in the face of human opposition has 
been echoed often in church history. Even today, the Church faces the 
same challenge when confronted with human forces that demand that it 
stop advancing in its mission. But, it will be its believers’ continual bold, 
spirit-filled witness that is evidence that its message is truly from God!

My loving and good God, I thank You, for You have always proven faithful 
through the ages. I thank You for the gift of Your continuing presence 
through the Holy Spirit, and I pray that I be found as faithful a steward, 
and as loving a disciple, emboldened to do Your will, by the power of your 
Spirit. Amen!

CLOSING SONG OF ACCOMPANIMENT
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Has the Spirit produced in you not just a momentary enthusiasm but 
the continuing commitment to learn, care, fellowship and worship? 
Communal experiments and movements fuelled by enthusiasm are often 
short-lived, but the faith of Pentecost has sustained itself by the work of 
the Spirit through bold, spirit-filled witness that has withstood the test 
of time. As you come to the end of the 10 days of Pentecost prayer, notice 
how the Spirit has moved within you, and boldly take up His challenge. He 
will be with you!


